Weight percentile at birth. I. Clinical data of pregnancy and relevance for early childhood development.
The influence of the weight percentile at birth on childhood development was examined in a prospective study of 847 singleton pregnancies. In the first two years of life significant relationships between the birth weight percentiles and the infant's development could be proven, while at the age of four social factors were predominant. Though various clinical data in pregnancy and delivery were related to fetal growth, such as weight of the mother, previous abortions and diseases, additional biochemical and biophysical information is desirable for early recognition of intrauterine growth disorders.